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Safety Insight:
Booby Trap & IED Recognition

Key Points

« Stay alert—hazards are not always obvious.

o Pause, assess, and report suspicious conditions early.

o Follow established safety protocols every time.

e Protect the team through clear communication and discipline.
« Escalate concerns immediately to qualified specialists.

Introduction

This Executive Insight highlights the importance of broad safety awareness in environments where
hazards may be present but not immediately visible. It emphasizes the need for disciplined observation,
sound judgment, and strict adherence to established safety and reporting procedures when
encountering suspicious conditions, unfamiliar objects, or signs of potential danger. The sections that
follow are intended to reinforce a prevention-first mindset—one that prioritizes personal safety, team
coordination, clear communication, and prompt escalation to qualified specialists whenever a concern is
identified.

THE "THINK LIKE THE ADVERSARY" RULE
Booby traps are placed where a person is most likely to move, touch, or seek cover. In a structural

clearing operation, assume every door, window, and "convenient" path is rigged until a methodical
sweep is completed.

THE VISUAL SCAN: "FATAL FOUR" INDICATORS
Before entering any room or moving debris, perform a "Top-to-Bottom" visual sweep. Be attentive for:

e Taut or Slack Wires: Look for thin "tripwires" (fishing line, copper wire, or nylon string)
stretched across doorways, stairwells, or hallways.



e Disturbed Surfaces: Look for fresh "patching" on walls, floorboards that are slightly raised, or
"new" mounds of dirt/sawdust that don't match the rest of the room.

e Tension/Pressure Release: Be wary of objects placed against doors or windows. If a door is
slightly ajar, do not push it open; a device may be rigged to the hinge or the handle.

e “Lure" Objects: Avoid picking up "trophy" items (cell phones, weapons, flashlights, or even
sealed food containers) left in plain sight. These are often rigged with pressure-release fuzes.

HIGH-RISK AREAS (THE "HOT SPOTS")

High risk areas include, but are not limited to:

e Entry Points: Door handles, window latches, and thresholds.

e Vertical Transition: The first and last steps of a staircase, or loose floorboards in a hallway.

e  Utility Fixtures: Light switches, thermostats, and faucet handles. In conflict zones, these are
frequently wired to explosive charges.

e Debris Piles: Never move a piece of rubble or a piece of furniture without checking underneath
it for a "pressure-release" plate.

THE "NO-TOUCH" CLEARANCE PROTOCOL

If a suspicious wire or device is found:

e Freeze: Do not move forward. Do not attempt to cut any wire (some are "anti-cut" rigged).

¢ Identify the "Line": Trace the wire visually—not with your hands—to see where it leads.

e Reverse Out: Back out of the room using the exact footprints you made coming in.

e Cordon: Close off the entry point (if safe) or mark the exterior of the building with a standard
"Danger" or "UXO" symbol.



PRE-ENTRY TACTICAL CHECKLIST

[ 1 The "Flashlight" Sweep: Use a high-lumen light to check for the "glint" of wires before crossing any
threshold.

[ 1 Mirror Check: Use a telescopic mirror to look around corners or behind doors without exposing your
body.

[ 1 Don't Push/Pull: If a door resists even slightly, Stop. Do not force it.

[1The "Step-Over" Rule: In a cleared path, always step over thresholds rather than on them.

TEAM ACKNOWLEDGMENT
By signing below, | confirm | have been briefed on booby trap recognition and the "No-Touch" protocol.
Name

Signature
Date



For Further Reading — Other Safety Insights

e Structurally Compromisd or High-Risk Zones
e Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) Awareness

e Environmental & Chemical Hazards

e Biological Risks & Urban Pathogens

e Mental Operational Readiness
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